
   

 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week saw the arrival of our Christmas trees – they have been decorated beautifully by the house and vice house 

captains. Rehearsals for the Nativity and Christmas songs are being heard across the school. 

We are looking forward to the Christmas Crafternoon after school today – please come along and support the 

wonderful PTA who have spent time arranging this event to raise money for your children. 

 

Mrs Pope 

 

 

Diary Dates 25-26  

Date  Event  

9th December Nativity performance 2.15pm – tickets for sale on Arbor 

10th December Nativity performance 9.30am – tickets for sale on Arbor 

11th December Christmas Jumper Day 

17th December Yr R Everyman Theatre – please pay on Arbor 

Christmas Lunch  

2.30pm Rock steady concert  

18th December Yr 4 lead Christmas Service – 9.15am At Church all welcome 

19th December Last day – finish at usual time  

5th January INSET day – school closed for children 

6th January Children back to school 

15th January PTA meeting 7pm at school 

5th December 2025                Our value this term is:  FRIENDSHIP  
 
 

Telephone: (01242) 523392     Email: admin@christchurch.dgat.org.uk 
Web: www.christchurchschool-chelt.co.uk             
 

  RESPECT     COMPASSION     PERSEVERANCE     COURAGE     FRIENDSHIP 

mailto:admin@christchurch.dgat.org.uk
http://www.christchurchschool-chelt.co.uk/


   

 

   

 

16th-20th February Half term – School closed 

23rd February INSET day – school closed for children 

27th February  PTA Wine Tasting (adults only!) 

4th July PTA Summer Picnic 

 

Christmas Service 2025  

  

We would like to invite you all to our Christmas Service at Christ Church on Thursday 18th December 

9.15am start. Year 4 will lead the service with pupils in Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 performing a song. YR and Y1 

will join us but as they have their own nativity, they will be in the audience for this service.  

We anticipate the service to last no longer than 1 hour but it is difficult to predict timings at this stage. 

Pupils will come to school as normal at 8.40am wearing their school uniform. We will register them then 

walk to the church with their class in the morning.  We hope you can join us for this special celebration.  

 
 

  Max Wilkinson  

 
Parliament week 

The school council were very excited to meet with our Cheltenham MP, Max Wilkinson, last Friday and ask their 

questions. This was followed byt a lively school service where Mrs Pendlebury, Miss Hillier and Mrs Proctor launched 

their own campaigns (suggested by Max!). The exercise served as a reminder as to how election work and the 

importance of democratic particpation...of course it helps if you are the leader of the Harry Potter party! Thank you 

to Mrs Burton for organising this. 

A message on Max’s newsletter this week:  



   

 

   

 

 
 

Worship Team Service on Friendship 

 

Some of the Y6 Worship Team led a service last week to explore our current value of Friendship. We played games 

like the human ladder game with CC our monkey to show how friends work together as a team.  

 
 

Year 4 

Year 4 have been finding out about tooth decay and looking at ways in which we prevent it. We investigated how 

effective toothpaste is and that brushing well for two minutes twice a day helps keep our teeth healthy. 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

Year 6 

Year 6 Service on Friendship  

 

 
 

Y6 enjoyed their visit to CLC where they learnt about the workings of an organ - they even had the opportunity to 

play this musical instrument and learn about composition 🎶 

  

 
 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

DGAT Advent Calendar 

Each year, schools in our DGAT family make a video on a theme to watch each day in December. Here is the link to 

this year’s videos if you would like to watch them at home too.  

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAG1rdpHVPk/sdy0ARwyhkH8mqKQH7flFg/view?utm_content=DAG1rdpHVPk&ut

m_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf98b936719   

https://www.canva.com/design/DAG1rdpHVPk/sdy0ARwyhkH8mqKQH7flFg/view?utm_content=DAG1rdpHVPk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf98b936719
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG1rdpHVPk/sdy0ARwyhkH8mqKQH7flFg/view?utm_content=DAG1rdpHVPk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf98b936719


   

 

   

 

  
 

 

 

Attendance and absence  

A gentle remainder to call or email the office if your child is going to be absent for any reason and not the class 

teacher. Teachers spend much of their mornings preapring the day’s lessons. Our office staff will always forward any 

absence notices on receipt: 

A reminder from our school policy: 

Parents will be required to contact the school office via telephone or by email to admin@christchurch-chelt.gloucs.sch.uk before 

9:00am on the first day of their child’s absence – they will be expected to provide an explanation for the absence and 

an estimation of how long the absence will last, e.g. one school day. 

6.2 Where a pupil is absent, and their parent has not contacted the school by the close of the morning register at 9.15am 

to report the absence, administrative staff will contact the parent by telephone call as soon as is practicable on the first 

day that they do not attend school. 

6.3 The school will always follow up any absences in order to: 

▪ Ascertain the reason for the absence. 

▪ Ensure the proper safeguarding action is being taken. 

▪ Identify whether the absence is authorised or not. 

▪ Identify the correct code to use to enter the data onto the school census system. 

 

8.1   There are rare occasions when exceptional leave will be requested. Parents will be required to request certain types of 

absence in advance. All requests for absence will be handled by the headteacher – the decision to grant or refuse the request 

will be at the sole discretion of the headteacher, taking the best interests of the pupil and the impact on the pupil’s education 

into account considering the pupils attendance record.  Absence will be authorised for whichever circumstances the headteacher 

believes to be acceptable and will usually be a one-off or unavoidable situation. The headteacher’s decision is not subject to 

mailto:admin@christchurch-chelt.gloucs.sch.uk


   

 

   

 

appeal; however, the school will be sympathetic to requests for absence by parents and will not deny any request without good 

reason. 

8.2    Leave of absence: 

▪ The school will only grant a pupil a leave of absence in exceptional circumstances. To have requests for a leave of 

absence considered, the school will expect parents to contact the headteacher in writing at least two weeks 

prior to the proposed start date of the leave of absence, providing the reason for the proposed absence and the 

dates during which the absence would be expected to occur.  

▪ Any requests for leave during term time will be considered on an individual basis and the pupil’s previous attendance 

record will be considered. Where the absence is granted, the headteacher will determine the length of time that 

the pupil can be away from school. The school is not likely to grant a leave of absence for the purpose of a family 

holiday and will request that the Local Authority issue a fixed penalty notice, should the duration be 5 days or 10 

sessions. 

 

SEND 

Government launches national conversation on SEND 

Government acts on commitment to put parents’ experiences at the heart of SEND reform through new public 

engagement campaign. To have your say please follow the link below: 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/digital-communication-team/send-reform-national-

conversation/consultation/subpage.2025-11-30.1011451101/ 

 

Community Notices 

 

 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/digital-communication-team/send-reform-national-conversation/consultation/subpage.2025-11-30.1011451101/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/digital-communication-team/send-reform-national-conversation/consultation/subpage.2025-11-30.1011451101/


   

 

   

 

 


