6" March 2026 Our value this term is:

Telephone: (01242) 523392 Email: admin@christchurch.dgat.org.uk
Web: www.christchurchschool-chelt.co.uk

COMPASSION PERSEVERANCE FRIENDSHIP

Dear Parents and Carers,

Children have enjoyed visiting the library this week. We hope this will encourage those who haven’t to use this
valuable resource — for free! We also enjoyed seeing everyone dressed up as a word for World Book Day!

A reminder that parents must stay and supervise their children in the morning until 8.40am when they are handed
to school staff. The exception to this is when children have written permission to walk to school themselves (usually
year 6). School staff will only assume responsibility when school starts at 8.40am.

Best wishes.

Mrs Pope

Diary Dates 25-26

Date Event
9™ March Y5 Experience lent — information to follow — volunteers needed
10" March Y3 & Y4 Experience Lent - information to follow — volunteers needed

(contact teacher)

12th March Y4 ‘In the Net’ -
Y6 Experience lent — information to follow — volunteers needed (contact
teacher)

20" March Red Nose Day

24™ March Y2 lead Easter Service at Church 10am start

Parents’ Evening — booking in Arbor

25%" March Rock Steady concert 2.30pm

Parents’ Evening — booking in Arbor

26™ March Y2 Sandfield Farm trip — information in letter \No more volunteers needed



mailto:admin@christchurch.dgat.org.uk
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27" March

Last day — school finishes at normal time

13" April

Children back to school

27t — 29" April

Y4 Residential trip

4™ May

Bank Holiday — school closed

6" May

Class photos

11 - 15™ May

Y6 SATs week

18-22" May

Readathon Week — information to follow

19" May Y6 Residential meeting 3.30pm

21° May Y2 Slimbridge trip — no more volunteers needed thanks
22" May Last Day — School finishes at normal time

1** June Children back to school

2" June Y2 Science Festival trip — information to follow

3 June Y5 & Y6 Science Festival trip — information to follow
10" June Y6 Leavers’ service Gloucester Cathedral — children only
16" June Sports Day

17" June Y4 Robinswood Trip — information to follow

20 June PTA Summer Picnic (note change of date)

23 June Reserve Sports Day

8t — 10" July

Y6 Residential trip

15% July Rock Steady concert 2.30pm
17% July Y6 Leavers' Service 2pm
Last day - School finishes at normal time
OPAL Play

Thank you to Mrs Jaynes and Mrs Slee, who gave up a day of their holiday in half term to tidy and organise the OPAL
shed and equipment, as well as the playground. We really appreciate their hard work and generosity. They epitomise
our motto 'always be kind!'



We are in need of more toys and tools to further enhance our OPAL provision and would really appreciate any
donations. If you have any of the following that you would be happy to donate to school, please drop these off at the
school office. It is appreciated, thank you in advance.

e Loose parts and construction: plastic milk crates, wooden pallets, cable drums/reels, large cardboard boxes

e Role play and imagination: dressing up clothes, dolls, cars, small world figures (animals/dinosaurs), old
wagons, play buggies/strollers, suitcases (no locks)

e Mud kitchen and sensory: old pots, pans, metal bowls, ladles, spatulas, wooden spoons, large buckets,
containers.

e Active play: tarpaulin, noodles (swimming pool type), fabric/sheets

e Small items: bottle tops

e Sand Pit: Buckets, spades etc to play with in the sand




Gloucestershire Wildlife Quiz

Our Y6 nature team took part in the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust Quiz at St Marks Junior School on Tuesday. They
showcased impressive knowledge about British wildlife and nature! We were really proud of them for coming
second out of three teams.

Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust

Library Visits

We were so fortunate to take ALL our classes to Cheltenham Children’s Library this week for visits to enjoy books,
make bookmarks and fortune tellers to share our book recommendations. Thank you to all our helpers.

Don't forget it is free to sign up for a library card and you can visit anytime you happen to be in town. It’s a great
resource we don’t want to lose in our area. The children absolutely loved being there exploring so many lovely
books.

World Book Day

This year we had great fun dressing up as a word! We could choose ANYTHING!



Mrs Pendlebury led us in our special assembly, and we read “The Word Collector” by Peter H Reynolds and paraded
around the hall so we could see everyone’s fantastic costumes. Classes spent time linking up for paired reading and
we read lots of books in class. Some of us visited the school library and enjoyed a “reading cafe” in class looking at all
the different types of books in our book corner we have available to read at school. The book swap was great fun for
those who brought books in from home to exchange too. Overall, we’ve had a brilliant day celebrating books and our

love of reading!
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This World Book Day, Year 4 enjoyed a trip to our local library (earlier in the week) and pairing up with some of our
younger pupils from Year 2 to share our love of reading!



Year 2 Performance Poetry

We have been practising performance poetry in our English lessons and will be writing our own kenning poems next
week. This has used our oracy skills, projecting our voice, using expression and actions to make it entertaining for
our audience.




Construction club had a great session this week using new materials. They used spaghetti and jelly tots to build
towers. They are yet to decide whether these materials would be strong enough to build a house!

MOVE MORE NEWS
Rest and Rise Week 2

This week we are talking about sleep hygiene and all the things that we need to do to make sure that we are setting
children (and ourselves) up for success when it comes to good quality sleep. We are considering the impact of
environment on sleep and also how screens affect sleep.

| have included two activities to do with children: "The Brain Fog Maze" to illustrate how screens at bedtime impact
brains and "The Energy Battery" to help children realise the importance of sleep hygiene.

All of this is explained in the document sent separately and it can also be accessed via this YouTube video:
https://youtu.be/R5fGCo6dIFo

Move More — Webinar 4

We are well into Term 4 now which means that Webinar 4 is coming up!

This will happen on the 18" of March at 1pm and the topic will be: "Coping with Change and Transitions"

We will explore; -What do we consider to be changes and transitions- day to day and bigger events. -What do our
children need during times of change, to ease their experience. -How we can meet those needs and help strengthen
their resilience through simple, practical strategies. Our aim is to build a deeper understanding of how children
experience daily change— and to feel confident in supporting them through it with warmth, clarity, and connection.
We will send more information in a separate email

To access both the live session and the recording of it, all parents/carers need to do is sign up by following this link:
https://www.move-more.org/events/webinar-change-transitions/

PTA Wine Tasting

Thank you to the PTA for a hosting a wonderful wine tasting event last Friday evening, in conjunction with local
company, D'Arcy's Wine. We really appreciate the time and effort that goes into organising such a range of events -
please let the PTA know if you would be interested in joining them or volunteering your time. All of the money raised
goes towards providing a further range of enriching experiences and resources for children in school!
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Sleep tips

Tips for families: How to help Achieve
children with routines for school Together

US> °

/\ n[
% ”,
y R ®
It is recemmended
4%) that children aged
between 5 u»dqﬁ

Plan for going to
schogl by setting out |
et 1011 hours slee .
00 night. Think u.bout

uniform the night
your might time

before and pack
Ln-lim and how we

2 hat di
o832 ZMipioein, |
JJ_,_F’_\ time uu‘wlll‘ylck: /n
A nd set a ti o
elp children to get - :: :udg to lu':)/

% the sleep they need be there for 2.40am/. 1o fﬁll'ﬂ)‘:'

ap&_ 7Z\oW, /o,

2
\° Always trg to
@ communivcau’ulmly

sbout getting read:
\ foruu%ool‘ 2"» |

excitemen K
Talk about things
that are coming up
the mext day or this
week and be excited
togethar. Ask
questions about
lessons they might be listening. You might =
looking farward to mant te try aski 3
as e

A\and set time aside t ‘ questions suc
talk about \ mahl R‘o making ”u & )
their day. < * al Hke this? a
tshowing understanding

Yalidate feelings b
accepting tham an
showing you are

e
e

you don't feel calm.
Good advice is
SLOW, LOW, LOW
! Slow down

Lower volume
Lower tone.

Attendance




What sort of start is
your child getting?

Mokt L8 bodd DN I - - VS IRSNAN s,
10 minutes 50 minutes  [Nearly 1.5 weeks
Nearly Half a year
per day per week per year

Did you know your child’s best learning time
is the start of the school day?

That’s when every minute counts the most!!

EVERY DAY COUNTS!



" BOOK DAY
THIS YEAR TI'E "Amm H'm BE AWONDERFUL
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ormruumrocnwtmm INDIVIDUAL PIECE
OF WORK IN SCHOOL WITH THE THEME OF PETS.

THE CHILDREN'S WORK WILL ALL BE PUT INTO AN EBOOK
WHICH WILL BE AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE FOR £4.

THE MONEY RAISED GO TOWARDS THE PTA FUND AS WELL
AS THE CHILDREN'S VOTED CHARITY, THE CHELTENHAM
ANIMAL SANCTUARY.

WE CAN'T WAIT TO SEE WHAT AMAZING WORKS THE
CHILDREN CREATE. HAPPY READING!

-~

Coffee and pastn’és .
from 10am, service \ :
begins at 10:30am
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CHELTENHAM

Easter Eggstravaganza
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Chemistry Spectac ular
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Make this March a menth of matchdays! Cheltenham Town Women are hosting three thrilling
Sunday home games — and Christ Church CofE Primary School families are warmly invited to
be part of the action.

Cheltenham Town Woemen, proudly known as The Robinesses, compete in the FA Women’s
National League Southern Premier, the highest level of semi-professional women's football in
England and just one step below the Women’s Super League 2. That means top-quality, fast-
paced, competitive football right here on your doorstep!

Sunday matchdays at Kayte Lane are fantastic for families. They're friendly, welcoming,
affordable and full of atmosphere. It's the perfect way to spend a Sunday afterncon together
while supporting local women's sport.

= March Home Fixtures

9 Kayte Lane Stadium, GL52 3PD
@ Kick-off 2:00pm | Gates apen 12:30pm

* Sunday 8 March vs AFC Bournemouth Women

* Sunday 15 March vs Bristol City Women Academy

+ Sunday 22 March vs AFC Wimblec*)n Women

#* Tickets available now:

https://app.fanbaseclub.com/club/cheltenham-town-women-fc

Come along to cheer on the Robinesses - a brilliant family day out and a great way to support
women's football in our community!




Come try

ome try HOCKEY
heltenham Junior Hockey Club is running an 8-week programme from 18th Apnil 2026

A0 B-week programme dsflversd by imed at 5-8 year olds.
Cheitennam lunir Rockey Chm

Whether your child is a complete beginner ready for "Hockey Heroes” or has a little
erience for our "Saturday Squad', it’s a fantastic way for them to get active, gain
confidence, and catch the hockey bug.

When: Starts 18th April

Time: 08:30-09:30am

| Where: Venue: CLC Health & Fitness Centre
P .,'" ICost: £48

Vonue. C1C Health & Fitmess Centre
Time: 68:30-09.30am

Sign up your child here: hitps://bit.[y/dusye5p




