22" November 2024 Our value this term is:

Telephone: (01242) 523392 Email: admin@christchurch.dgat.org.uk
Web: www.christchurchschool-chelt.co.uk Twitter: @ChristChurchCo3

FRIENDSHIP

Dear Parents and Carers,

We had an early snow flurry this week which brought joy to many children as they arrived at school on Tuesday
morning. Thank you for providing weather ready outdoor wear to ensure your child can enjoy our platinum award
winning play (read on for more details).

Thank you to Year 6 for leading class worship on Tuesday this week too. Their oracy skills were fantastic and they
shared an important message about the importance of friendship.

Have a lovely weekend all - despite the forecast!
Mrs Pendlebury

Diary Dates 2024-2025

Date Event

22" November PTA Disco
Infants 4.45pm-5.45pm - Juniors 6pm-7pm

26" November Y3, Y5, Y6 film festival cinema trip

27" November Y2 film festival cinema trip

2" December Move More Parent session ‘ways to help your child thrive at school’
— contact the office to book your place

6" December PTA Non-Uniform Day. Information to follow

10" December YR & Y6 height weight & vision checks — information emailed
2.15 pm Reception & Y1 Nativity

12" December Christmas Jumper Day
9.30am Reception & Y1 Nativity

13th December Reception trip to the Everyman
PTA crafternoon — information to follow

17th December 10am Christmas service led by Y2

18" December Christmas lunch

2.30pm Rock Steady Concert

20th December Last day of school — Christmas holiday

Finish normal time



mailto:admin@christchurch.dgat.org.uk
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6th January INSET DAY — No school for children

7th January Children back to school

14 February Last Day of school — finish normal time — February Half term
24" February INSET DAY — No school for children

25™ February Children back to school

28" February Young Voices Concert - Birmingham

6™ March World Book Day

8™ April 10am Y4 led Easter Service (at church)

11% April Last day of school — finish normal time — Easter Holiday

Helping children to THRIVE

Have you signed up for our parents’ morning on 2" December yet? This is a great opportunity to drop in and get to
know other parents in school as well as picking up some top tips from our family support worker Marijana. There are
still places available. Mrs Whybrew and Marijana have a wealth of experience so please do contact the office and

book your space.

aising
Thriving
Children

It should come as no surprise that success at school starts at home. What children
bring to the classroom matters as much as what they are taught at school. Studies
have linked social and emotional development and academic performance to factors
such as sleep, nutrition, attendance and parental support. The learning attitude that
your child arrives with at the school gates each day can directly impact their school
experience and progress.

The good news is that nature can be nurtured and your child's potential can be
developed. Success can stem from simple everyday practices and changes and just
a small shift in awareness.

This is why our next session will be focusing on exactly this: helping you understand
what you need to do to best support your child's social-emotional and academic
development. If you'd like to find out more about how you can (further) support your
child to thrive at school. we are looking forward to seeing you at school on the 2™ of
December straight after drop-off. But don't worry, we are not suggesting you brush
up on your Advanced Algebra just yet! &

The session will be run by Marijana Filipovic-Carter, Head of Family Support at
Move-More.

When and where: 2.12.24 at Christ Church CofE Primary straight after drop-off

Any questions or problems, please email Marijana on marijana@move-more.org of contact
the school office. 4




OPAL PLAY AWARD

As many of our parents and families will know, we have been undertaking a project over the last two years to
transform our lunchtime play provision for our children by becoming an OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) school.
This has been a long journey for us where we have transformed both our outdoor space and the play ethos of the
school. We had our final audit on Monday where our OPAL mentor came to observe our lunchtime and see the
children at play. We are thrilled to announce that we were awarded the OPAL PLATINUM AWARD which is the
highest level of award available.

Rachel Murray, our OPAL mentor throughout this project gave the following comment following her visit.

“Many congratulations to Christ Church C of E primary school, Cheltenham on your OPAL Platinum award! This is a
significant achievement and places Christ Church as one of the best primary schools in the country for the quality of
their outdoor play. The OPAL team has worked tirelessly to open up their whole site for play and seek creative
solutions to provide a rich and inspiring play environment for all of their pupils. Children's Right to Play, as defined by
Article 31 in UNCRC, is valued and respected at this school. The playground has an active, community feel. Younger
and older pupils play together and support each other. Pupils are proud to hold playground leadership roles such as
Mighty Mediators, Mini Police and lunch hall support. The site now boasts a MUGA, large sandpit, reflection area,
pond, mud kitchen, mobile trim trail, climbing and construction equipment and shaded craft area. Pupils can freely
access water, sand and mud, and the team have been successful in bringing nature into the site. Congratulations to
the whole school community.”

We would like to give particular thanks to Miss Hillier, curricular lead for play, and Mr Taylor who have led the
project as well as all the families who have donated play equipment over the past two years.

Platinum

al Award
2024 - 2026




Year 6 Class Service

On Tuesday, Y6 hosted a class service about friendship to the school and their parents. Y6 made everyone so
proud and shared important messages about how friendship is so important in our school community (and
the wider world).

syreassgil

Y6 had a thoroughly enriching and educational visit to the Hindu Mandir in Cheltenham on Wednesday.
They engaged with lots of new learning to support their Hinduism enquiry in RE this term.




Year 6 Worship Team - Spirituality (part 2)

Thank you to Addy, Elsa, Sadie, Theodore, Logan and George who helped Mrs Proctor lead another service on
Spirituality. We remembered the Kintsugi story where the bowl was cracked but then repaired with gold and it

became even more beautiful.

In school, we describe spirituality as the WOWs, OWs and NOWs of life.

Can you think of moments when something has happened that feels a bit like a crack?

Have you ever thought about asking God to help you feel whole again?

Have you ever looked
closely at an old
person’s hands? You
might see scars and
marks. These are all
evidence of the long
life someone has
lived. They can be a
beautiful reminder of
a life lived to the full.
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Yoga Sessions

Years 2 and 5 are enjoying Yoga Sessions this term learning sequences of stretches, poses and movements with
Stephen our yoga teacher.

Year 4

Our Art project is well under way - designing and making modroc 3D © masks. Children are really enjoying
it.

Year 1

In computing this week, Year 1 have been building on their mouse and keyboard skills to create digital paintings. The
children have become a lot more confident at controlling the mouse and applying their computing skills to edit and
improve their digital paintings.



C&I Centre Sale

The Centre children loved holding a sale after school.
We sold off some books and games and raised £58 from generous donations.

Thank you to all those that supported us and well done to our enthusiastic sales people!

NSPCC Workshops

Children in Years 2, 5 and 6 had visits from the NSPCC to learn about their SPEAK OUT campaign. Last week, we saw
all pupils had watched videos to learn their key message that every child has the right to stay safe. Your child in Years
2, 5 and 6 will have taken home a booklet to share with you.
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We talked about trusted adults in school and at home they can talk to if they feel unsafe and learned the ChildLine
number 08001111 and how their website has really useful information and games to explore.
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/buddy-zone-underi2service/

Attendance Matters: NHS advice

Is my child too ill for school?

High temperature

If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away.

Feeling anxious or worried

It's normal for children to feel a little anxious sometimes. They may get a tummy ache or headache or have
problems eating or sleeping. Avoiding school can make a child's anxiety about going to school worse. It's
good to talk about any worries they may have such as, friendship problems, school work or sensory
problems. You can also work with the school to find ways to help them.

Coughs and colds

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a high

temperature, keep them off school until it goes. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to
wash their hands regularly.

Reverse Advent Calendar


https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/buddy-zone-under12service/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
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Thank you to those who have started donating items for our local food bank to help classes complete their charts.

If anyone is keen to help us transport items, we would appreciate it as we’d rather donate what we have weekly
rather than waiting until the last day of term! Please let the office know if you can help. One clever parent set up a poll
on their child class WhatsApp with each item listed so parents could click on what they're happy to donate to ensure
all items get ticked off! We know the food bank will really appreciate all our donations.



FESTIVE STEM CLUB 2024/25
10am-3pm, 23 Dec & 3 Jan

Suitable ages 4-11, £30 per day / £55 both
Book now: tinyurl.com/funscixmas24
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