13t December 2024 Our value this termis:

Telephone: (01242) 523392 Email: admin@christchurch.dgat.org.uk
Web: www.christchurchschool-chelt.co.uk Twitter: @ChristChurchCo3

FRIENDSHIP

Dear Parents and Carers,

Huge congratulations to our EYFS and Year 1 team for the fantastic nativity performances this week. Our amazing
team (staff and children) in EYFS and Year 1 displayed their commitment, time and dedication to ensuring 3
performances (2 for parents and one for the school children) were so wonderfully delivered. This week, we also
enjoyed the “Wicked” Workshops in KS2 classes from My Stage School (details later in this edition for a free place on
their January open day) and some very festive knitwear for Christmas Jumper Day, yesterday.

We are looking forward to seeing many of you later at our Christmas Crafternoon. Many thanks to our amazing PTA
who work tirelessly to provide wonderful opportunities and raise much needed funds for your children and our
school. Please do get involved if you can and lend a hand.

Have a super weekend,
Mrs Pendlebury

Diary Dates 2024-2025

Date Event
13th December Reception trip to the Everyman
PTA Crafternoon
17th December 10am Christmas service led by Y2 at Church
18" December Christmas lunch
2.30pm Rock Steady Concert
20th December Last day of school — Christmas holiday
Finish normal time
6th January INSET DAY — No school for children
7th January Children back to school
14" February Last Day of school — finish normal time — February Half term
24" February INSET DAY — No school for children
25™ February Children back to school

28" February Young Voices Concert - Birmingham
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6™ March World Book Day

8™ April 10am Y4 led Easter Service (at church)

11" April Last day of school — finish normal time — Easter Holiday

Home Reading

It really is the MOST important thing you can do!

Why reading and sharing stories
matters

e |[t's the mostimportant
thing you can do to help
you child succeed.

Research evidence shows
that your involvementin your
child's reading and learning
is more important than
anything else in helping
them to fulfil their potential.

Please remember your child’s book should be read more than once. Each read moves through the stages of blending until
fluency when the children can then add in expression and they can then understand what they have read. Prosody is the
rhythmic and melodic aspects of speech and a key component of fluency. It is reading with good expression, intonation, including
pitch, tone, volume, and emphasis on certain words. Fluent readers chunk words together in appropriate, meaningful phrases,
and use their voice to convey and enhance the meaning of the text. They know how to pause appropriately at the end of

sentences.

For tips on successful reading at home pIease Visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-
read/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read and https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/

Look who's talking

A reminder that we have once again signed up for the Gloucestershire Oracy Competition. Many pupils did
themselves proud last year and we are hoping for further successes in 2025. As with the previous year, each child
will be given the opportunity to talk for 2 minutes on a subject of their choice. What worked best last year was a
subject that the children felt truly passionate about. All staff have introduced the competition. Please get practising
at home. Good luck everyone- looking forward to the class heats in January.
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Nativity
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Well done to Reception and Year 1 on their wonderful performances of the Nativity 'Born in a Barn' this week. They
acted and sang extremely well and we are all very proud of their efforts.



LOOK WHO'S
TALKING! 2025

racy Compehton for Glovcesiershre s Infani. Junior and Frimary .ch

Our school is very excited to be taking part in the ‘Look Who's Talking!'
competition, along with lots of other schools in Gloucestershire!

What is oracy and why is it sQ important?

Oracy is the ability to express ourseives clearly and communicate with others effectively, through spoken
tanguage.

By hing our chi to b more effective speakars and listeners, we are ali helping to give them
the tools thoy need to better understand themselves, each other and the workd around them.,

How will the competition work?

Your child wili get the chance to talk (o their class for two minutes, about any subject that they choose
and then a 'Star Speaker’ will be chi Star Speakers from every class will then get 1o talk in front of
the whole school. Those winners will then go on o the next stage and will represent our school in the
competition, with lots of other local schools! The grand final will be on 04.04.25, which you can come lo,
If your child is a representative for our locality.

what can your. child talk about?

Chilgren can talk about sbsolutely anything that they choose to, for up (o two-minutes
They can use any props that they wish to, which will help with thelr talk, but just cannot use any
technology, 50 no Powerpoints slide shows please.

How can you help them at home?

* First of all, please help them to think about what they would like to talk about. The more interested
they are In the subject, the more passionate their talk will be! What are they Interested In? What
excites them? It might be a toy, thelr pet, & book, something they have seen on TV, thelr favourite
sports team, something they have learned about from you st home - or anything olse! it really can be
anything at all!

*  They will need 1o plan and rehearse their speech, so please listen 1o them practice and glve them lots
of encouragament!

= Make sure they are speaking with big voices, nice and clearly, 50 everyone can hear thelr talk and
learn about their chosen topic.

[hank you for your support!

Every pupil will have the opportunity
to speak for two minutes in front of

@&,Agg @ their class in the Class Heats, from
which o ‘Star Speaker' wil be
chosen.

W%@&Eﬂg@%@@& The Star Speakers from every class

will then take part in Whole-School

o Heats, from which one
ﬁ@ A?%o representative for your school will be
chosen for KS1, one for lower KS2

COMPLETED BY 17.01.25 and one for Upper KS2.




Christmas Jumper Day

We raised £114.70 for Save the Children this week.

Year 5

Year 5 had a great time making their war time Woolton Pies yesterday. They practiced safe cutting while
chopping vegetables and then made pastry for the case and lid of the pies.




Wicked

A wonderful musical theatre workshop based on ‘Wicked.” Thank you to Miss Hillier for organising such a wonderful
workshop!
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Year 6

Amazing editing and redrafting work in English (whilst wearing our Christmas jumpers) for our ‘Alma’ narratives @3
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Attendance
From the first day of term to the last, the small moments in a school day make a real difference to your child.
#AttendanceCounts”
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. FREE OPEN DAY

Barnwood Secondary School
or
The High School, Leckhampton

January 11th 2025
10amte 11am

Parents observe whilst children take part in
20 minute dance, drama, singing session

If children enjoy, they are welcome to stay
on until 1pm.




FESTIVE STEM CLUB 2024
10am-3pm, 23 December

Suits ages 4-11, £30/day (£5/hr stay and play)
Book now: tinyurl.com/funscixmas24
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THE BEST WAY
10 DONATE
CLOTHES !

Great news!!

You can donate clothes to help raise money for your
school any time you like. \
We have a permanent bin located at the front of | \,,_
school. Nl W
Just bring good quality clothes, pared shoes bags und
belts on the school run to raise money. . N\
Donate any time, any day of the year!ll . N N




P> nicone:
ARE YOU INTERESTED
IN A CAREER IN TEACHING?

JOIN US
FOR OUR
SECONDARY TEACHER
) TASTER DAY

a Thursday 23 Janvary 2025 - 08:45am - 1:45pm
Balcarras School, East End Road, Charlton Kings,

Cheltenham, Glos GL53 8QF

To reserve your place, please email

ts-hub@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk




