20" December 2024 Our value this termis:

Telephone: (01242) 523392 Email: admin@christchurch.dgat.org.uk
Web: www.christchurchschool-chelt.co.uk Twitter: @ChristChurchCo3

FRIENDSHIP

Dear Parents and Carers,

We’ve made it to the end of a very busy Autumn Term. Our children loved their Christmas lunch this week with
crackers and fun with friends! Thank you to our kitchen staff for an amazing lunch and feeding our pupils every day of
the year with a cheery smile. It was lovely to hear the children wishing them a Merry Christmas. | enjoyed helping out
and confusing the children who thought | had a new job!

We must also say a huge thank you to all the parents and staff who helped at our annual Christmas Crafternoon. The
children had a great time and it got us in the festive mood! We were joined by Mrs Stranack from our central team
who was amazed at the next level organisational skills of our wonderful PTA.

As always huge thanks go to our amazing Christ Church staff for all their hard work and dedication. From all of us at
Christ Church, may we wish you a very merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in 2025!

Mrs Pendlebury

Diary Dates 2024-2025

Date Event
20th December Last day of school — Christmas holiday
Finish normal time
6th January INSET DAY — No school for children
7th January Children back to school
14" February Last Day of school — finish normal time — February Half term
24™ February INSET DAY — No school for children
25" February Children back to school
28" February Young Voices Concert - Birmingham
6™ March World Book Day
8™ April 10am Y4 led Easter Service (at church)
11% April Last day of school —finish normal time — Easter Holiday



mailto:admin@christchurch.dgat.org.uk
http://www.christchurchschool-chelt.co.uk/

Mrs Kirby

At service today, we wish a fond farewell (for now) to Mrs Kirby. She will be very much missed by staff and pupils alike.
Maternity leave is just the beginning of a wonderful journey. We wish her and Mr Kirby all the very best and will be
eager for news (and pictures of course) of Baby Kirby in the not too distant future.

Christmas Lunch

A huge thank you to Lisa and her team in the kitchen for putting a wonderful Christmas lunch this Wednesday. The
children loved it.



Reception

Reception enjoyed a visit from Santa this week. We told him all of the things we would like to get for
Christmas and promised that we would be good.



Year 4

Year 4 have been designing and making healthy pizzas as part of a Food Technology Project. We included
some of our 5 a day fruit and vegetables to add taste, colour and vitamins to our delicious recipes.







Rock Steady Concert

Trinity and the rock steady crew put on a great performance for their families on Wednesday afternoon.

DGAT Advent Calendar 2024

Children have been watching a video from a different DGAT school each day in December. Here is the link:
https://prezi.com/view/KSbtW8t801zYpxjegdYx/

Our school is shown on 13" December where you can see some of our pupils singing “Born is the King” and look out
for “CC the Christ Church Monkey” in the Christmas tree! We have also posted the video on our website here.



https://prezi.com/view/KSbtW8t8o1zYpxjegdYx/
https://www.christchurchschool-chelt.co.uk/dgat-advent-2024/

DGAT Advent Calendar 2024

Christmas Service 2024

Thank you to Year 2 and all the KS2 classes for our Christmas Service at Christ Church this year. It was lovely to hear
the nativity told through the stories of the “Grumpy Innkeeper” and “Grumpy Shepherd” learning about the love of
Jesus. It’s also lovely to have Rev Simon back after his sabbatical.

Year 2



Year 5

Year 6



Year 3

Swimming Lesson Reminder

We talked to the children about swimming lessons this week as we celebrated Year 6 completing their “school
swimming award.”

Although swimming is part of the KS2 curriculum, pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6 will only have 10 sessions a year and this
is not enough time to have pupils swimming confidently if this is the only swimming they do.

By year 6, children should be leaving primary school able to confidently swim 25m so we encourage children from
Reception to sign up for lessons outside of school.



Attendance

We finish the Autumn Term with 96.8% Well done to all our families.
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Cheltenham Rocks is built
especially to help families find low-
cost activities to do with the kids.

We have over 100 ideas of things to do in
Cheltenham on our website to help you
find festive fun over the holidays

ROCKS

Things to do in Cheltanham
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Thank you to our sponsors:

MOWGLI CHELTENHAM

It's not too late to book a Christmas Feast at Mowagli in the
Brewery Quarter. Perfect for getting groups of friends
together or celebrating as a family.

Featuring Street Chat & Meats their heady Fenugreek Kissed
Fries, punchy Gunpowder Chicken, and their crowd-pleaser
Himalayan Cheese on Toast with the wintry spiced ocoze of
strong cheddar. Find all the details on Cheltenham Rocks

www.cheltenhamrocks.co.uk

A message from Community Rocks

Please find use the link below to access Cheltenham Rocks
>> www.cheltenhamrocks.co.uk



http://www.cheltenhamrocks.co.uk/
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(0 Top Tips.for. Parents and Educators

The holiday season, marked by Christmas and New Year, brings joy and togetherness but also presents unique sofety
challenges for children, fomilies ond educators. From busy holidoy shopping, traveling ond fomily gotherings to
managing digital activity during school breaks, staying safe during this period requires heightened awareness. This
guide offers proctical tips to help fomilies and educators maintoin o more secure and fulfilling festive period.
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ACTINITY =

Childran spand moce time online duning school haldays.,
Increasing exposure th potentict dangers such as
cybertuilying, Inappropriate contant ond anline
peodutorns. Balanciog screen time, avoiding harmiul
watysites ond ensuring chideen angope positively online
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PRACTICE FIRE
2 SAFETY PROTOCOLS 0>

The incidence of houss fires increoset dusing Christmas
B9 10 greoter uve ot condies, Cosknrs ond electrical
decorations. Open Narmed, sleciticat ovarioads and the
Noed 10r QUACK retponte plar con make fire sofety
challenging. [rsure smoke detecters are aporational,
ke fire extingubites on hand ond teach chibdien hew
0 respond In cosa of a fire amargency, Avold leaving
cooking unotiended und use few - salu candies lo
Prevent mishaps.
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5 CREATE TRAVEL :

SAFETY PLANS =

More families bend Lo traved during the holidays,

retulting in husiet roods, Increassd troffic eccidents ond ’

weother-resloted Narords. Woather condtions, 100d rogs.
fatigue and busy oliportas con alf compromise travel
soloty, Pock senergency kits and odhers 10 s00iDe lowe
Plon routes in odvancs and olow extra trovel time to
aveid rushing and mitigets feks en busy roods

& BEWARE OF ALLERGIES

Mokday meacis otten involve marvy foads that may
contmn allergens. Crass contormination, uncisar
laballing o lock of alergy -Iriendly options can leod
wovere reactions. Communicate any ailergy needs %o
hosts, provide sole food allematives ond carry necessory
medicotions ke ontihistomines or EpiPens. Teoching
childran how to advocate for themaeives and recognise
foeds olss © 10 solar telabeations

¢ PREVENT THE
SPREAD OF ILLNESS

Coka ond g con incroose

tha sprecd of viruses ke My and COMD-18. Crowded
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Ieaa 1o Mghar risks. tmyp
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4 MAINTAIN SAFE
DECORATIONS

Fustive decorations such as Christmos Nights and condies
con pote whectrionl, liee and choking basords if
mishandied. Frayed wires, topping Cristmes trees, srmol
omamuents and open llames con be ditficult 1o control,
wapaciolly in busy households with chiddren. inspect ano
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FOR GIFTS
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o ADDRESS STRESS
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10 DRINK RESPONSIBLY

Alconol is commonly present ot holakry ovents, resing
concenTe about sufety ond supervisiun. fxcesshe cicobel
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