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FRIENDSHIP

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week has seen so much enrichment going on! There have been class trips to the library, forest school
and a trip to Dean Close for sports, as well as cross country races.

We also enjoyed World Book Day. The children and staff looked fantastic — thank you for your efforts
supporting this. We love reading all year at Christ Church! Well done to Mrs Pendlebury for organising this.

A big thank you to the PTA for organising the pancake flip event. This team of volunteers do so much to
help raise money for your children. Please help them out when you can.

Last week children went to Young Voices in Birmingham. A big thank you to those staff who organised and
attended. They were so generous of their time to provide such an amazing experience.

Mrs Pope

Diary Dates Spring 2025

Date Event

27™ March Y5 trip

28" March PTA Wine tasting event (adults only!)

15t April Parents’ Evening — information to follow

2" April Parent Prayer Group 8.45 Healy Hall — sign in at office
3™ April Parents’ Evening — information to follow

4t April PTA Disco

8™ April 10am Y4 led Easter Service (at church)

9t April 2.30pm Rock Steady concert

10t April PTA bake sale —info to follow
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11% April Last day of school — finish normal time — Easter Holiday
28 April Children back to school
28t — 30t April Y4 Residential
30t April 2.30pm Cyber safety talk for parents — info to follow
5% May Bank Holiday — school closed
7" May Parent Prayer Group 8.45 Healy Hall — sign in at office
19 May Class Photos
23" May Last day of school — finish normal time — May half term
2" June Children back to school

Parking

May we remind you that parents are not permitted to park on the school site without a blue badge and prior
agreement with school.

We have also had communication from CLC ‘In recent times we’ve had an increase in the number of people parking
irresponsibly (on double yellows, hashed out zones or in accessible parking without ‘blue badge’. We've also had a
couple of ‘near miss’ incidents reported by staff involving primary age children walking down the side of the
building/through the gates. Obviously these could be anyone but the timings of incidents and staff observing where
people go does point to them being parents/other for Christ Church.

The areas being used for parking and then to walk through do not have segregated walkways/paths, meaning those
on foot are walking through traffic — often lots of traffic coming and going. This is particularly challenging when
walking out through the gated entrances to the car park.

Please park considerately with our neighbours. We are increasingly having to apologise on parents’ behalf. It may
only be a few minutes but residents have the right to access on and off their drives when they wish. We are also
aware that someone is parking on a resident’s driveway which is not acceptable for any reason.

World Book Day

What a fantastic WBD 2025 yesterday. We had some great costumes and characters around school and there was a
lovely buzz about “Read your Way” this year’s theme. Many children enjoyed the annual Book Swap event. Paired
reading was also well received by Years 1 to 6 with some children wanting this to be a regular slot! We also enjoyed
the whole school quiz during service, where we were able to challenge the teachers on the book knowledge- they all
passed with flying colours!

Thank you, as always to parents for your support in getting the children ready to celebrate the day in style and those
who accompanied our class visits to the library! Keep an eye out on your class pages for more photographs of the
day.
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A big thank you to the PTA for their continued monthly contributions to our themed book wall to promote reading
for pleasure.

Young Voices 2025

Last Friday, we took 33 pupils from Y3-6 to Birmingham to take part in the Young Voices 2025 concert. It’s a long day
for the pupils with 3 hour rehearsals before the concert at 7.00pm but it is worth it after months of practising the
songs and dance moves. There were guest performances from Tommy Blaize (band singer from Strictly Come
Dancing), Urban Strides dance group, Souparnika Nair (Britain’s Got Talent star) and MC Grammar. With over 4000
children all singing at once, it is an incredible opportunity for our children to experience being part of something to
special. Thank you to all the staff who gave up their Friday night to experience this concert and to parents who made
the effort to come along to watch! We are very proud of how well behaved our pupils were — they really enjoyed it
too!
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Photographs have been uploaded to the Gallery page on our school website.

https://www.christchurchschool-chelt.co.uk/gallery/

Yoga with Steve

Year 6 had a fantastic first yoga session learning about stretches to support strong, healthy muscles '«
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Year 3

Year 3 had an action-packed week filled with stories, creativity and fun! Our visit to the library was a
fantastic adventure, where we took part in a thrilling treasure hunt, crafted our own imaginative stories
and designed beautiful bookmarks. The excitement continued with World Book Day, where lovely
costumes were worn and we celebrated our love for reading. We enjoyed a fantastic book swap and
shared class reading making it a special day. In English we are writing a non-chronological report about
Skara Brae. If you'd like to do some research at home to find out more that would be amazing

Art Gallery
Year 4 are proud to present their Work in the Style of ...... Cezanne.
We are so proud of our detailed sketches and finished compositions.

Library Visits

Classes visited Cheltenham Library this week — we hope it will encourage many children to continue to enjoy this




Move More: Family Support
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Move More Self-Esteem Programme for Families

Self-esteem can be described as liking
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LA B . yourself and knowing what you do well.

g - Children who have low self-esteem often

engage in negative self-talk (“I am
stupid”, “I will never be able to do it").
Often, they think that they are not smart
enough, able enough, they struggle to
see the light at the end of the tunnel.
Some children become very sad while
some try to mask their feelings by
turning into “jokers” and “class clowns".
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I am very excited to share with you the first instalment of our latest family programme: Mighty Me! The
programme focuses on helping parents/carers support their children's self-esteem.

This first instalment is all about explaining the foundations of self-esteem and unpacking the first self-
esteem "building block" - relationships. Parents/carers can access the programme either by opening the
attached document of by clicking on this video link: https://youtu.be/EUoZNYjvghg

The next instalment will reach. The focus will be on the second self-esteem building block - resilience. Full
details were sent from the office yesterday so please do check your emails!


https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FEUoZNYjvghg&data=05%7C02%7CCPendlebury%40christchurch.dgat.org.uk%7C96c86a6dee2b42a17d7208dd5caf9bc0%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C638768632052571666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6CU02tIadRSYsFyTpDsGY70JZmiC%2FcAHP6mlUuOxMsg%3D&reserved=0

Can you help? A message from the community

‘Dear friends and litter pickers, this year we are once again holding a litter pick in Cheltenham on the Honeybourne
Line in memory of our son Ben, and as a service to the community. You are warmly invited to join us. If you would
like to support the event on Saturday 22 March, we will meet at 11.00am at ‘Ben’s Bench’ (near Malvern Road bridge
GL50 2NX). Please do join us after the event for a soup lunch at St Mark’s Methodist Hall, Gloucester Road. Do feel
free to forward this invitation to anyone you know who would be interested in supporting this event. We look
forward to seeing you there! Warmest wishes, Jenny and Martin Lockwood, 07789 818361’

Support

e NHS|

with you, for you

Gloucestershire Health and Care
NHS Foundation Trust

Join us at your
School Nurse Hub
for parents

We provide confidential, professional support with
any concerns you may have for your child including
healthy lifestyle, diet and exercise, self-esteem and
resilience, sleep, dental health and hygiene,
anxiety and behaviour

Drop in for an informal chat or
take the opportunity to meet other
parents with similar worries

Your local hub: St Thomas More, GL51
0HZ

* 19/03/2025 from 9:30-10:30
* www.ghc.nhs.uk/our-teams-and-
services/school-nursing

Helping Children Transition to Secondary School

Thursday April 3, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm



Helping Children Transition to Secondary School

It's a familiar story: you have wonderful connections with your local primary school, but when the
children move to “big” school, they seem to vanish. It doesn’t have to be this way! By nurturing
relationships with children through Year 6, you can support them as they take this significant step in
their lives. This effort can also pave the way for a new church youth group, building on the strong
foundation established in primary school.

Join us and the team from The Rock as we share experiences, resources, and strategies to ensure
that moving up to secondary school doesn’t mean losing touch. Let’s work together to make this
transition smooth and supportive for the children in our care.

Join us for one of our sessions on 3 April 2025 at The Rock:
10am-12pm
7pm-9pm

Please click here to sign up.

These meeting will be organised by the Youth Connect Team, including Jo Wetherall (Senior Children
and Families Connector) and Barrie Voyce (Senior Youth Connector).

Attendance


https://forms.office.com/e/gwiTMGqzni
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UK Health
Security
Agency

Should | keep my

child off

school?

Yes

Until...
s Emommeogme
Diarchooa and Vomiting 48 hours aftor their last opiode
e e e o s
(nduding COVID-19) guidance If they've tested positive tor COVID-19.
impetigo mmmmmm*d.aum
they started antibiotics

Meanles 4 days after the rash first appeared
Mumps S days after the sweliing started

 Scabies  theyvehadther fintuestrent
Scnrbet Fever 24 hours after they started taking antibuotics
Whooping Cough 48 bours attor they started taking antibiotics

No

but make sure you let their school or nursery

know about...

Hand, foot and mouth Glandutar fever
Head lice Tonsillitis
Threadworms Stapped check

i
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Advice and guidance
To find out more, search for
health protection in schools
or scan the QR code or visit
https://qreo.de/minfec,
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CHELTENHAM
Science

TINYURL.COM/EGGSCI25
FOR INFO AND TO BOOK NOW!
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N7, All Together
*,._." Service

Coffee and pastries from 10am,
service begins at 10:30!
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