
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you to everyone who attended our recent Information Evenings. It was wonderful to see so many families 

engaging with their child's learning journey and taking the opportunity to meet class teachers. Strong 

partnerships between home and school play such an important role in helping children thrive, and we greatly 

value your ongoing support. I would also like to extend my thanks to our teaching staff, who invested time and 

effort in preparing and delivering these sessions. Their dedication, enthusiasm and commitment to ensuring 

parents feel informed and involved are greatly appreciated. 

As we move further into the term, it has been a pleasure to see the children settling so positively into their 

routines, embracing new challenges and demonstrating our school values in so many ways. We look forward to 

another exciting and successful term working together as a school community. 

Have a nice weekend. 

Mrs Pope 

Diary Dates 

Date     Event     

29th September  YR Maths meeting 3.25-3.45pm  

Y5 Evacuation Trip – Pay on Arbor  

1st October Census day – special menu 

7th October  9.15am R2027 tour – contact the office to book your place 

9th October   Y4 – Literature Festival visit – Pay on Arbor  

PTA adult quiz night – information to follow  

12th October  Photo day - Individual children   

14th October  Y1, Y2 & Y3 Literature Festival visit –Pay on Arbor  
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(Y2 have enough helpers now thanks, Y1/Y3 helpers still needed)   

15th October  &5 & Y6 Literature Festival visit – Pay on Arbor 

16th October  PTA Disco – details to follow  

20th October  10am Y3 Harvest service at Church – all welcome – Food Bank donations  

20th & 22nd October   Parents’ Evening – booking information to follow  

21st October  Y2 RE Trip – pay in Arbor (We have enough helpers now thanks)  

9.15am R2027 Tour - contact the office to book your place 

22nd October  Flu immunisations – see below for link to give/deny consent  

PTA Go Green – non uniform event – information to follow  

Last day - finish normal time  

23rd October  INSET day – school closed for children  

2nd November  Term 2 begins - first day back for children  

3rd November  Y3 Stone Age Workshop at The Wilson Museum – information to follow  

9.15am R2027 tour – contact the office to book your place 

4th November  9.15am R2027 tour - contact the office to book your place 

11th November  9am Y5 Remembrance Service at school - Y5 parents are welcome   

13th November  Children in Need  

16th-20th November  Road Safety Week  

17th November  Y2 Cinema Trip – details to follow (we have enough helpers now thanks)  

18th November  9.15am R2027 tour - contact the office to book your place 

Y5/6 Cinema Trip – details to follow   

19th November  Y3 Cinema Trip – details to follow (parent helpers needed)   

23rd November  8.50am Stay and read – Join your child in their classroom and see how we 

teach reading  

25th November  9am Y6 Friendship Service – Y6 parents are welcome  

27th November  Y4 Cinema Trip – details to follow  

YR Everyman theatre trip – information to follow 

2nd December  PTA Wreath making event - information to follow (adults only)  

4th December  PTA non-uniform day – bottle & present donations  



 

 

8th December  YR & Y1 Nativity 2.15pm – information to follow  

YR & Y6 Height, weight & vision checks - letters emailed 24/9/26  

9th December  YR & Y1 Nativity 9.30am – information to follow  

10th December  Christmas Jumper Day - donations for Save the Children charity  

11th December  PTA Christmas event  

 14th December  10am Y4 Christmas Service at church – parents arrive from 9.50am  

16th December 2.30pm Rock Steady concert 

18th December  Last day – finish normal time  

4th January INSET Day – School closed for children 

5th January   Term 3 begins – first day back for children  

27th January Y2 Polar Visit at the Wilson – information to follow 

9th February  PTA sponsored pancake flip – information to follow  

Safer Internet Day 

22nd February INSET day – School closed for children 

23rd February Term 4 begins - first day back for children 

4th March World Book Day 

19th June  PTA Summer Party  

6th-9th July  Year 6 Residential 

       

 

OPAL Service  

 
Miss Hillier and Miss Greenwood led an OPAL Service to recap our play rules for lunchtimes. Be Ready, Respectful 

and Safe. We celebrated what we do well but also thought of how we can improve our playtimes and tidying up.  

 

• Play is not just fun - it’s powerful! When we play, we learn, we grow, and we make friends.  

• Play keeps our bodies strong and our hearts happy.  



 

 

• Every child has the right to play, and everyone should have a safe, welcoming place to join in.  

• Playtime belongs to everyone! 

 

 
 

Year 2 – Live Science lesson with Steve Backshall  

On Tuesday, Year 2 enjoyed a live lesson with Steve Backshall all about submersibles used in the ocean. Steve taught 

the children how with latest technology, an underwater home is being created for scientific divers to use down in 

the deep ocean. It is still a prototype for now and the plastic windows must be 6 inches thick to withstand the 

pressure. The pupils were fascinated by the submersibles, and Steve went inside one in "The Deep" research station 

in a quarry to feel what it might be like.  

    

Year 6 Swimming Lessons 

 

This week, our Year 6 children began their swimming lessons and have made a fantastic start. The pupils were 

excited to get into the pool and have already demonstrated excellent enthusiasm, confidence and behaviour. 

As part of our PE curriculum, children in Years 4, 5 and 6 each take part in a block of 10 swimming lessons during the 

academic year. Swimming is an important life skill and forms part of the National Curriculum for Physical Education. 

By the end of primary school, children are expected to be able to swim competently, confidently and proficiently 

over a distance of at least 25 metres, use a range of strokes effectively, and perform safe self-rescue in different 

water-based situations. 

While school lessons provide valuable instruction and practice, any additional swimming opportunities outside of 

school are highly beneficial. Regular swimming helps children build confidence, improve their technique and 

stamina, and further develop this essential life skill. 

We look forward to seeing the progress Year 6 make over the coming weeks. 



 

 

 

Y6 Worship Team Service  

Thank you to our first Worship Team group of six Year 6 pupils who led a service on "Wise Ways of Living." This year 

we are exploring a series of services showing how we can learn to live our lives like Jesus. This term, we found out 

about St Benedict a monk who wanted to show people how little changes in your life can be like Jesus wanted us to 

live. We explored what it means to be a monk, we looked at Gloucester Cathedral and how it was St Peter's 

Monastery.  

     

Worship Team used the story of Zacchaeus to show how Jesus stopped, paused and then acted. We discussed how 

we could use this simple traffic light system to help us make good decisions, just like Jesus.  
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Reading Corner 

 

   
 

 

Our newly relocated library has been busy welcoming back visitors this week, offering a bright and inviting space 

for readers of all ages. Libraries, whether big or small, are places where great adventures begin, opening the 

door to imagination, discovery and lifelong learning.  

 

A reminder that Cheltenham Library membership is completely free, giving access to books, eBooks, audiobooks, 

children's activities and a range of digital services. New members can sign up online and receive instant access to 

digital resources, then visit a local library branch to collect their library card and start borrowing. 

For further details please follow: Join us - Become a Library Member | Gloucestershire Libraries 

 

Flu Immunisations  

Please click on the link to complete yes or no to consent:  

https://www.ghcimmunisations.co.uk//Forms/Flu?schoolcode=GC138940 

See our email from 11th September for more information. Should you have any further questions or concerns then 

please contact the team on 0300 421 8140. Immunisations take place on 22nd October. 

 

https://gloslibraries.uk/join-us-become-library-member
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ghcimmunisations.co.uk%2FForms%2FFlu%3Fschoolcode%3DGC138940&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40christchurch.dgat.org.uk%7C99ac6784df464ddb8ee308df0e53d0de%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639245425756062385%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T9XfI%2FyfhLZ65e6nH3jPNVxrKaaO4wHpJzVomHbiiNM%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Move More 

 

 

A huge well done to all the children who took part in the Move More Mile at Run Cheltenham on Sunday. We are 

incredibly proud of every one of them for showing such fantastic determination, perseverance and enthusiasm 

throughout the event. The children gave their very best effort and were absolutely over the moon to receive their 

medals at the finish line. It was a wonderful achievement and a memorable experience for all involved. 

Congratulations to everyone who took part! 

     



 

 

 
To access both the live session and the recording follow this link: 
 

https://www.move-more.org/events/reluctant-to-ready/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA 

https://www.move-more.org/events/reluctant-to-ready/


 

 

 
 

Community Notices   

 

 
   



 

 

 
Book your place at www.ticketsource.com/patesgs/t-vxvenkg. 
 

  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.com%2Fpatesgs%2Ft-vxvenkg&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40christchurch.dgat.org.uk%7C77bcf91c26ba4156958908df13e9b659%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639251566951153755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eai0mSuymbWoZviOPQH9UpQ%2Bg4ddUvG176%2BWfFn9KSg%3D&reserved=0


 

 

  
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dean Close Scholarship Information; please click on the link below: 

Open Morning Saturday 3rd October at 8.45am 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.deanclose.org.uk%2Fadmissions%2Fvisits-and-open-days&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40christchurch.dgat.org.uk%7C57c552693b294450d50208df130efef9%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639250627259070318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xjVBtzw3HC%2F7IC9JC1HDHBNw08oprlMj7SSypc8HTVE%3D&reserved=0
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