
               
 

Learning O
rganiser: W

hy w
as w

inning the B
attle of B

ritain in 1940 so im
portant?

 

Im
portant people I w

ill investigate 

A
dolf H

itler:  
G

erm
an politician and 

Fuhrer of the G
erm

an 
Reich. 

W
inston Churchill: 

B
ritish politician and 

Prim
e M

inister of the 
U

nited K
ingdom

. 

R
eichsm

arschall 
H

erm
ann G

oering: 
Com

m
ander in Chief of 

the Luftw
affe. 

A
ir Chief M

arshall 
H

ugh D
ow

ding: 
Com

m
ander in Chief of 

RA
F Fighter Com

m
and. 

Im
portant concepts I w

ill understand 
Causation 

The connections betw
een events w

here one thing happens 
as a result of another. 

Significance 
Identifying events, sources, people, places or ideas w

hich are 
m

ost im
portant. 

P
erspective 

Seeing events from
 different view

points. 
Sources 

Evidence that is used to gather inform
ation and reach 

judgem
ents.   

Chronology 
A

rranging historical events in their correct tim
e order. 

Em
pathy 

Placing yourself in another’s position to better understand 
their actions. 

Conflict 
A

 struggle or clash betw
een opposing forces, interests or 

ideas. 
A

lliance 
A

 form
al agreem

ent betw
een tw

o or m
ore countries. 

D
em

ocracy 
A

 form
 of governm

ent w
here people vote freely to choose 

their leaders. 
Em

pire 
A

 group of countries ruled by a single person, governm
ent or 

country. 
M

ilitary 
The arm

ed forces of a country. 
P

ow
er 

H
aving control or com

m
and over people. 

W
ar 

A
rm

ed conflict betw
een different countries or people w

ithin  
a country (civil w

ar). 
Country 

A
 nation w

ith its ow
n governm

ent occupying a distinct 
territory.   

  

K
ey objective 

Evaluate a range of sources to reach a judgm
ent 

about w
hy the allies w

on the Battle of Britain. 
 

Im
portant subject vocabulary I w

ill learn 
Fuhrer 

A
 dictatorial leader w

ith absolute pow
er. 

P
rim

e 
M

inister        A
 leader of an elected governm

ent. 

R
eich 

The territory controlled by N
azi G

erm
any 1933-1945. 

A
llies     

Countries agreeing to support each other in tim
es of 

w
ar. 

R
A

D
A

R
 

A
 system

 for detecting m
oving objects such as aircraft. 

Evacuation        
M

oving people aw
ay from

 places of danger. 
Com

bat    
Fighting betw

een arm
ed forces. 

B
litzkrieg 

A
 sudden pow

erful attack to achieve a quick victory.    
 

Im
portant P

laces 

 

The Channel Islands 
Crow

n dependencies of the U
nited K

ingdom
 

D
unkirk 

A
 coastal tow

n in north east France from
 

w
hich 340,000 allied soldiers w

ere 
evacuated to Britain betw

een M
ay 26 – 29 

1940. 

W
estern Europe 1940 

D
ark G

reen: countries under G
erm

an 
control. 

Light G
reen: countries allied w

ith G
erm

any. 
Pink: neutral countries. 



   

 

Im
portant things I w

ill know
, 

understand and do 

W
hy B

ritain w
as at w

ar w
ith N

azi 
G

erm
any 1939-45 

W
hy B

ritain faced the threat of 
invasion in 1940 

W
hy N

azi G
erm

any needed to 
defeat the R

A
F before beginning 

an invasion 

W
hat occurred during the B

attle 
of B

ritain 

W
hy B

ritain w
on the B

attle of 
B

ritain 

The significance of this victory 
for B

ritain 

 

Learning O
rganiser: W

hy w
as w

inning the B
attle of B

ritain in 1940 so im
portant?

 

D
isciplinary thinking skills I w

ill use to understand w
hat I learn 

Select 
Choosing the inform

ation m
ost suitable and relevant. 

Synthesising 
B

ringing together a range of ideas and facts from
 

different sources to develop an explanation. 
Explaining 

Show
ing understanding of how

 or w
hy som

ething 
happened the w

ay it did. 
Em

pathising 
Placing yourself in another’s position to better 
understand their actions. 

Concluding 
Sum

m
ing up the m

ain points about som
ething. 

R
eaching a 

judgem
ent 

Expressing a personal view
 about som

ething 
supported by evidence. 

Justifying 
G

iving reasons supported by evidence to show
 w

hat 
you consider right or reasonable. 

Evaluating 
W

eighing up and judging the relative im
portance of 

som
ething com

pared w
ith other ideas and argum

ents. 
Critiquing 

Considering the validity or trustw
orthiness of 

evidence. 
  

Tim
eline of the 

B
attle of B

ritain 
1940 
July 1st: G

erm
any 

invades the Channel 
Islands. 
July 16th: G

erm
any 

prepares U
K

 invasion 
plan O

peration Sea 
Lion. 
A

ugust 13th: 
Luftw

affe attacks 
RA

F airfields. 
A

ugust 15th: The 
loss of 56 aircraft in a 
single day convinces 
G

erm
an H

igh 
Com

m
and that 

achieving aerial 
superiority is now

 
im

possible. 
Septem

ber 7th: The 
G

erm
an B

litz 
bom

bing cam
paign 

against British cities 
and factories begins. 
Septem

ber 17th: 
H

itler postpones 
O

peration Sea Lion 
indefinitely. 
O

ctober 31st: Last 
daylight raid by 
Luftw

affe m
arks the 

end of the B
attle of 

B
ritain. 

Im
portant influencing factors I w

ill evaluate 

Superm
arine Spitfire 

 

R
A

D
A

R
 operator Com

m
and headquarters 

R
A

F aircraft plotters 
M

esserschm
itt bf 109 

Junkers 88 
R

A
D

A
R

 transm
itter 

B
litzkrieg 

Im
portant historical sources I w

ill 
use • 

M
aps 

• 
Photographs 

• 
Pathe N

ew
s reels 

• 
Speeches of W

inston 
Churchill 

• 
O

fficial orders of A
dolf 

H
itler 

• 
N

ew
spaper reports 

• 
Secret instructions issued by 
the B

ritish M
inistry of H

om
e 

Security 
• 

Com
parative data of 

G
erm

an and B
ritish m

ilitary 
strength 


